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By Capt. Feter B" Wrlght

The lFttfle country of SSo Tonre* and Principe lies
almost exactly at a location that 's magical to any sea-
man and navigator: O,O. As in zera latitude and zero
longitude. l t  straddles both the equator and the prime
meridian. ( l  had to go there, didn't  l?) Oh * and there's

good blue mar-

l in  ac t ion .
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HCT SPCTS
BCRN AFTER MARLIN

Ploneering gringos lf ike Rtcft Sefeo f irst told me

about  inc red ib le  b i l l f i sh  ac t ion  in  C.R.  in  the  '7Os,  and

a few wide-ranging Cal i fornians rnade the t r ip before

any decent boats or  inf rastructure became avai lable.

A handful of locals and expat Yankees were there well

before Marlin ever hit the presses.

However, over the last 2O or so years, the place

exploded, and there are new marinas wi th f i rs t*rate

boats,  gol f  courses,  hotels,  condos and night  l i fe that

can nrake you forget that you are not in Florida or Cali-

fornia,  i f  that  is  your cup of  tea.

You can also f ind delightful smaller operations, where
you don't have to constantly dodge other boats and you

can sti l l  hear howler monkeys roaring as the sun rises and

sets. Costa Rica provides superb f ishing action for mul-

t iple species, both inshore and offshore, with winter and

spring being the best t imes to visit when targeting bi l l f ish.

connects Bom

Bom to the main resort ,  a restaurant  and a t iny casino

on the  much la rger  Pr inc ipe  ls land.

I  was to ld that  South Afr ican industr ia l is ts bui l t  the
place as an emergency escape should th ings becorne

total ly  crazy on the Afr ican mainland.  There were a few

smal l ,  reasonably equipped boats when I  v is i ted,  and

decent ta good nnar l in f ishlng.  Walk ing the romant ical ly

l i t  footbr idge home to my comfortable room made me
wish I  could show i t  to my wi fe.

gy now, iust about everyone has heard about the sailfish bite off the Pacific coast of Guate- 
t'..

mala. Anglers who make the short flight down from the States enjoy ridiculous numbers of sailfish :
bi tes,  and at  t imes the blue mar l in act ion is  except ional"  l t 's  a :
fabulous place to take new anglers,  especia l ly  chi ldren.  :

l 'd heard stories from locals who came over and f ished !
wi th me in Cairns,  Austra l ia,  ear ly on,  but  Tim Choate made :
Guatemala famous when he opened up Fins and Feathers :
lodge around 1992. Another lodge, Casa Vieja, which is :
owned by Jim Turner, also provides excellent accommoda- I
t ions and top-natch boats and crew, cement ing Guatemala :
as a top^of* the- l ine f ishing dest inat ion" !
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