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Pacific Ocean 47 miles off the coast of Cuatemala. My professor
is Peter Wright, oceanographer and hall of fame mermber of the
_ International Game Fish Association. Our classroom is a 35-foot
sportfishing charter boat. The subject is billfishing—marlin and
sailfish. The professor is explaining the finer points of free spool-
ing and the importance of lightly feathering the free-spinning
reel of line with your thumb as you attempt to feed dead bait, in
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this case a six-inch ballyhoo with a circle hook protruding from
its head, to what could be a 400-pound blue marlin.

“¥ou touch it as you would the arm of a first-date girlfriend—
just a caress. Press harder and it'll either let go or you'll have a
quarter-size blister on your thumb,” Wright says.

Deep-sea fishing is a manly sport. We know that from seeing
photos of guys like john Wayne standing next to their catches. The
chair a person sits on while attempting to land one of these beasts




is called a fighting chair. If the opponent on the other end of
.the line is the champ, he’s 3 blue marlin, the uncontested
ruler of the sportfishing scene. Directly under him are his
marlin brethren—black, white and striped marfins and
then the sailfish, any of which are capable of providing an
ﬂﬂﬂ“‘?ﬁﬂh‘lﬁﬂ-

Like golfing, fishing gets exponentially more rewarding
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would spit the hook out. The fisherman meanwhile keeps his
cool and counts slowly—some advise o three; others say o
five. Then he throws the drag. Resistance pulls the hook back
from the fish’s stomach. Because the hook has an ingenious
circular design, it doesn’t catch on anything until it gets 1o
the mouth (thereby avoiding internal injury). Then all hell
breaks loose for both fish and fisherman.

For hours that first morning | am lulled by the blazing sun
and the rocking of the boat. Then it happens: a call from
the captain above—Ron Hamlin, who's been at it since 1959
{see below). A Chinese fire drill ensues. Mates jump to their

R
THEN IT HAPPENS: A CALL
FROM THE CAPTAIN.

feet. As 1 flirt with the hook and play my first sail, Dave
Ferrell is at my side instructing, cajoling.

Billfish love to jump. They can be observed free jumping,
sometimes for food but esually just for fun. A hook in the mouth
further incites their instinct to jump as they try to throw the
snare. [f dancing across the warer on their tail six or seven times
doesn't get it done, they take a deep dive or two. The angler’s
arms weary, but the adrenaline felr by fish and fisherman makes
for an unforgemable experience. Once | get the sailfish o the
boat, it’s released, having never been lifted from the water.

Unless there is a question of a world record, no good
sport fisherman keeps his carch. Replicas are available for
the wall. Photos and video display fish leaping rather than
hanging from a rope on a dock.

ML is one way to experience the sport, but there are a muld-
tude of possibilities, from Cape Cod to Tahiti. Instead of using
your thumbs to play video _
games, try feathering the spool
of a reel as you play out line o
that big one swimming behind
your boat. If it takes the bait,
it’s the memory of a lifetime.
Even if it doesn™, the boar ride
tsn’t all thar bad.

Ron Hamiin is the world's greatest charter bill- III_IEMHN
fish captain_ In the 1950 he pioneered use of the

controversaal cocle hook. its shape makes it far m
kess leedy to damage a fish's vital organs. The cir-

cle hook 5 now standard for blifshing charters SR'JED
sround the globe. it has saved the ves of tens of

thousands of fish over the past IS years. MEI'I
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HAS FOUR ARCRAFT-CRADE PULLS IN SWORDFISH AND WITH OFFSET ERCOMNOMC

STAINLFSS STEEL BEARINGS. TUNA WITH EASE.

POWER-GRIP HAMDLE.
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Costa Rica offers some of the world's best light-tackle
action. World-recond seekers come for the Pacific sail-
frsh and the swarms of small bive and striped markin -~
that move in from December through March. A stable - _
government and an eoo-friendly national policy make Costa -,
Rica an attractive destination whether you decide to wet 2 line or
not. Sand, surd, beer and bilinis await. STAY AT: Hotel Guanamar

on the white-sand Playa Carriflo on the Pacific Coast. Rooms from $100
(guanamarhotel com L YIDUR BOKAT: Richard Chellemi's ustom-built
SH-foot Camefisher Il is outftted with a big pair of turbocharged Volvo
engines and enough line to twine the globe [gamefsher2.com].

ST U.S. VIRGIN o Caritbeas
Mo place on earth provides a more onsistent blue
ruarfien bt than the tamed Morth Drop off the eastern €
end of 5t Thomas, the Atlantic Ocean's deepest spot.
Anghers fishing for three days during the weeks before ;
or after the full moons of ssemmer [June to September)

will almost certainky come away with a blue markin capturs. Fish here aver-
age around 300 pownds, though S00-pounders are not uncommon. STAY
AT: the konwrious Ritz-Carlton, St. Thomas, 2 palatial hotel on the Caribe.
Rooms from $379 (ritzariton.com). YOUR BOKT: Do your battiing in the
fighting chair of Eddie Morrison’s Mardin Prince, 2 45-fo0t Vi
pringe.com] oc Red Bailey s 44-foot Abigail Ml [visporthsh com),
GUATEMALA

Angther Central American hot spot. Guatemala hosts a rigioy-
louss amount of Pacific saifich from December through March,  +
Bloe marin and yellowfin tuna make their appearance in these
waters 2 well. WHERE TO STAY: Casa Vieja Lodge inthe
Port of Quetzal & a one-siop frsherman's paradise. When the
day is done the hotel’s pool and bar offer the perfect respits.
See casaviejalodge. com for package rates. YOUR BOAT: The
gqueen of the seven-boat fleet is the Release, 3 37-footer built in

1951 to bee the perfert frshing boat. She was restored in 1999, and her twin
450 hp engines power her i a 24-knot crusing speed.
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND

‘You ¢ find grest hillfsh action directly off the Eastern sea-
boardin surmmer, s Dcean Gity becomes the epacentss of
the offchors scene in August. Pods of hungry white mar-
fin, blue marfin and tuna move into the offshore camyons, and fisher-
mmen wilirg o make the S0-mile s 2= sometimes rewarded with

double-Gigit days. Those willing 1o wager can exer the White Marlin
Open. one of the worky's richest tournaments, with more than $2 million in

rize money. That's more than the winner of the Masters pees WHERE TOSTAY:
Inlet Lodge. on the old boardwalk. Rooms from $30{410-255-7552), YOUR

WEIGHENG IN AT OVER 50 POUNDS,
THIS ONE COULD HANDLE MOSY-DICK.
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